
JESUS AS THE VICTOR IN THE BATLE BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL
By Rogier Bos

How do we speak of Jesus’ Lordship in the postmodern, post-Christendon, post-
Rational context? For decades, if not centuries, churches have held out a message of 
personal salvation that has less and less appeal on people. In spite of nice little 
metaphors and cute drawings and four-step plan it makes no sense to them. How can 
we speak of Jesus to them in a way that does make sense?
In the fall of 2006 I had a conversation with a girl that I shall name Gisela in which I 
tried to frame the message of the gospel in terms of the battle between good and evil. I 
don’t know how the conversation impacted her; I do know it impacted me greatly. 
Since then I have often wondered if this was a helpful apologetic and how it could be 
improved upon. The following is a (reasonably accurate) recounting of that story.

The table between us was shaking. She seemed oblivious to it. It was obvious she was 
feeling some powerful emotions and was struggling to control them. Her face reflected the 
questions that had kept her awake for many nights now. As far as I could tell, three 
powerful emotions were causing a tension in her body that somehow found release 
through her arms on the table. Anger, a strong sense of betrayal as well as a deep 
confusion were balled up together in the one question she asked me again: “How can he 
say that a loving God would condemn me to Hell?”

She had sent me an email a few weeks before. She introduced herself as Gisela, a self-
employed tax-consultant. Apparently she had come come to church a few times and now 
she had mustered up the courage to approach me: could we meet? She had some 
questions... We set a time, but she cancelled the next day, saying it wasn’t necessary. I 
called her and I could tell through the phone there were some powerful emotions there. 
We rescheduled our meeting; she cancelled again. I called her again, we rescheduled 
again, and a week later we finally sat down in the lobby of one of Rotterdam’s nicer hotels.

Her story was simple. Faith had never been a factor for her while growing up. But ten 
months ago she had fallen in love with a colleague at work. He was a believer. He also fell 
in love with her and soon moved in with her. Then, six months into the relationship, he 
suddenly announced that he was moving out, in search of a girl he could marry. Gisela 
was dumb-struck: marriage had never been a conversation between them, but she knew 
she loved him and was more than willing to marry him: as far as she was concerned she 
wanted to spend the rest of her life with him. Not so for him, apparently: he wanted a 
Christian girl, because, as Paul wrote in scripture, Christians should not marry non-
Christians. As he put it: ‘What did light and darkness have in common?’

If marriage had never been a topic of conversation between them, neither had faith. Again, 
she was dumbstruck. What was this about? She totally accepted his faith and was willing 
to investigate faith for herself, but why should faith divide them? And why did he 
consider himself to be ‘light’ and her to be ‘darkness’? He, however, was adamant: he was 
a Christian, she wasn’t, and they could not marry. She probed what that meant. What did 
it mean to be a Christian - and how did he look at her? In a nutshell it came down to this: 
he was saved, she wasn’t. He was going to heaven; she was going to hell.

She could not believe what she was hearing. The love of her life was leaving because of a 
God who was condemning her to hell? How could he say that? How could he say this God 
was a loving God? And how could God, if he existed, condemn her to hell?
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She did not see herself as an evil person. She sought to live a good life. She volunteered 
time to several charities on a frequent basis. She gave money to charity. She befriended 
poor and lonely people. She explained how she made a good income but lived a simple 
life; how she bought fair-trade products and rode her bike everywhere rather than drive a 
car. She thought the world was a broken and confused place and she wanted to be 
‘something positive.’ How could God condemn her to hell?

But her boyfriend moved out and she was left with the agonzing pain - and a deep sense 
of betrayal. She went to church with him a couple of times and they talked about the 
service afterwards. She did not understand what she heard and saw. To her it seemed like 
church was this club to which you had to belong and then be there on Sunday. She was not 
part of the incrowd and really didn’t want to be. The message she heard was: “we have it -
people out there don’t. We get to go heaven - the rest of the world won’t” If there ever was 
concern for the world it was limited to “we should help those people get saved so they 
don’t have to go to hell.” The message seemed preposterous: how could God condemn 
people to hell purely because they didn’t know about Him?

The relationship had ended. She had broken it off when she realized the only solution her 
former boyfriend was allowing was for her to believe this crazy message. To her this was 
intellectual suicide and not an option she was willing to consider.

The relationship had ended, but the pain did not. Nor did the questions. They drove her to 
find a church on the internet where she could ask her questions. She came to Crossroads a 
couple of times in the course of a six-month period. I think she was testing the waters to 
see how safe her questions might be. I don’t remember seeing her; she probably tried to 
remain invisible.  I have no idea what the topic was, but it must have provoked her 
enough to finally write her email: would I meet with her, as she had some questions about 
‘this faith-thing’?

I sat there, not knowing how to answer her question. Tears were in her eyes and 
occassionally rolled down her cheek. I understood both her and him. I felt her pain and 
bewilderment. I saw her fighting for understanding, but falling short miserably. But I also 
understood him. I understood his thinking, because I had grown up in the same 
evangelical tradition: a faith that divided the world into the have’s and the have-not’s. 
Those bound for heaven and those bound for hell. I was frustrated with him for having 
only developed a conscience after having moved in with her, but I also saw he had been 
willing to make a hard choice to do what he believed to be the right thing. Where to start 
in answering her questions?

The bigger picture
Her next question gave me the opportunity I was looking for: “Do you believe what he 
believes?” It would seem that my message had made her suspect that I approached things 
a little differently than her former boyfriend. I did.

“No,” I responded, “I do not. But I think I can explain to you what he believes - and how 
what he believes and what I believe are the same, and yet very different. It’s not that he is 
wrong: the problem is that he has taken a part of a grand all-encompassing story and 
made that part into a dogma - a dogma that only allows for two options: in or out, on or 
off. I think Christianity is about so much more than that.”
She looked at me and I could tell she was trying to understand what I was saying. “Here,” 
I said, “it’s like this. It’s like the Christian faith is this giant photograph that has everything 
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in it - the whole world. And it’s like he has this zoom-lens and only sees this part of the 
picture. And he (and churches for many years) have looked ony through this zoom-lens 
and now they think Christianity is only about the picture they see. But I want to zoom the 
lens out and help them see the whole picture. If you only focus on one part of the picture, 
you do not understand the story the whole picture tells. That’s where he is missing it and 
why you are so confused.”

“OK,” she said, “I think I understand that. Help me understand the whole picture and 
then understand what he sees.”

A beautiful world
I looked at her and nodded. “You know that Christians believe in this book, the Bible. 
They believe it is ‘the word of God’. I do too! But here’s the thing: The Bible is not one 
book: it’s a collection of books - a collection of 66 books to be exact that were probably 
written over 1500 years of time. That’s a really long time! From us to Charlemagne is only 
1200 years, so to call the Bible ‘a book’ and ‘the word of God’ needs a little explanation.”
“Actually,” I continued, “when you put these books in order what you will get is a story. 
A grand story of human history, that has everything in it. Our past, where we came from; 
how we got here; the history of civilization; but also our future - where things are going. 
That’s the whole picture. It’s the story of the world.”

“It’s the story we all need. Everyone has five or six basic questions that we somehow need 
to find an answer to: Who am I (and: what am I)?  Where do I come from? Where am I 
going (or: what is my future)? What is my relationship with the rest of reality? And: what 
is right and wrong? These are the basic questions humanity needs to face. They are 
existential questions: questions about our very existence.” 
She nodded emphatically. Existial questions had robbed her of a lot of sleep recently.
“There are many different stories that seek to provide an answer to those questions. 
Hinduism and Buddhism do. Islam does. Marxism and Capitalism do.” I gave some 
examples and then continued. “So does Social-Darwinism. Chances are you have been 
living your life by that story.” Again, she nodded. She knew what I was talking about.
“Well, in the Bible we find a story that answers those questions also. It’s a story that 
addresses the whole human condition, including our past and our future, but also 
including our present situation. It’s so much more than a ‘who gets to go to heaven and 
who doesn’t. It’s the story of our world. I’d like to tell you that story.”

She looked at me expectently. 
“Let me start by asking you a question. What kind of a place is our world? How would 
you describe it? Is it a good place?”
She didn’t miss a beat. “I think our world is amazing. It is so beautiful - and it’s so ...” She 
paused. “So fucked up. There is so much pain. So much beauty - and so much pain.”
“Yeah,” I said, “I think you are right. That’s what the beginning of the Bible tells us too. 
God created this world and everything about it was beautiful. Everything was right. It 
worked. There was balance, harmony, beauty, peace, comfort, relationship, trust... in fact, 
the Bible uses one word to describe this creation over and over: it says it is ‘good’. It says 
God is good, and created something that was good. Purely good!”

Evil enters
“And then evil entered the world. We don’t know where evil came from; we do know God 
did not create it. The Bible tells us evil presented us humans with a choice and we choose 
wrong - and so evil entered creation. It’s not that the world ceased to be good; it’s that 
somehow the world became broken. Not that there was no peace and harmony anywhere 
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anymore; but they were never complete. Somehow now goodness and evil were always at 
odds. Evil was always trying to break that which was good. I think that’s the world we 
live in. There is lots of good in this world - and there is a lot of evil. You and I are 
priviliged to live in a part of the world where there is a lot of goodness that comes our way 
- we both know that many parts of the world are not so fortunate.”

She nodded. That described the world as she knew it.
“You know, the Bible uses a special word for that brokenness. It’s perhaps a bit of an old-
fashioned word: it calls it ‘sin’. Sin is when something that God created as good gets 
broken. When evil enters and tears and rips apart and breaks. Sin isn’t just God’s law that 
He imposes on us to stop us from having too much fun: sin is when something that He 
created as good, gets broken. It’s a father who doesn’t love his children. A thief who beats 
an old lady to steal her purse - but also a bank director who thinks up a new scheme to 
seduce people into forms of debt that they cannot afford. Sin is when we disrespect our 
parents and so break relationship, but sin is also a polluter who dumps waste in the ocean 
that kills marine life, or an manufacturer who employs slave-labour to sell chocolate bars 
in our stores.”
I could tell this was a definition of sin she understood better. “You heard Christians talk 
about sin in a way that made sin sound like it was all the things God didn’t like, but it had 
nothing to do wth the problems this world faces.” She nodded. “I think that is a mistake. 
Yes: God hates sin. But he hates it because it breaks what he has made so beautiful. It 
breaks goodness. It has everything to do with our world.”
“There is one more thing you should know about this evil. When we followed its 
seduction it entered our world. It entered this creation. And it entered us. It became part of 
who we are.”
Her eyes made clear she wasn’t following.
“It’s why you and I want to do good - and yet cannot be good consistently. We will do a lot 
of good. And then we do something evil. We will fight for good - and then come home and 
be mean to someone. Loveless. Cold. Ignore them. Be selfish.” I could tell she was tracking 
again. “I think you know what I mean,” I said. “You want to fight for good - but you 
cannot be consistent. Evil runs deep: it has made itself part of who we are. You want to be 
part of the solution - but you cannot help being part of the problem. And you are very 
clear about who you want to be. Imagine what it’s like for someone who is not as clear. 
They end up being and doing good and evil both at the same time! And then there are 
people who give up altogether. The brokenness in them is too strong and they long for a 
little peace and rest and the only way they know how to get it is by hurting others. It 
makes the world a messed up place.”

“The Bible tells us this story: A world created good, broken by evil. For the first few 
chapters we see that story follow itself to its logical conclusion: Genesis chapter one and 
two describe this creation. Genesis three describes the entrance of evil, and in chapter four 
we have the first murder. It’s like the story leads us to its logical conclusion straight away: 
death and destruction, a brother murders a brother. And in the next few chapters it just 
gets worse and worse, until finally we understand that all of creation is so broken and 
messed up and so confused - everything is a mess.
It’s actualy even worse than that. The Bible tells us evil entered not only us as persons, but 
our systems as well. Evil is a cosmic force: it’s why an eco-system can go haywire and 
suddenly produce a tornado that kills thousands of people. Evil runs deep and spreads 
wide. That’s the scene the Bible sets for our world. It’s beautiful - but broken.”
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“But God does not abandon this world. In fact, he chooses to love his creation and he 
starts this whole plan to save his world. It’s not that he joins the batle against evil: he 
actually initiates the battle. This is his battle! And he doesn’t just want to save a few 
people; he doesn’t just want to save people - he wants to make his creation right again. To 
restore it. It’s why Christian use the word ‘redemption,’ it means to buy back, to take it 
back, to make it right again. You could say God declares a war on evil, but He won’t fight 
evil with evil, but he will fight evil with good. And so, you and I find ourselves in a world 
where this battle between good and evil is always raging.”

“Now, just before you start to think that this is a battle between two equal forces that will 
continue forever, that is not the case. That is not the picture the Bible paints. This battle 
will not continue forever! Good and evil are not equal powers that hold each each in some 
kind of universal balance. The Bible shows us that God, fighting for the restoration of his 
creation has already won, and it’s only a matter of time before evil will be dealt the final 
blow. Here on earth we don’t always see that, but make no mistake, the outcome of the 
battle has already been decided.”
“How can this be?” She asked. “It doesn’t look like that at all!”
“I know. That’s because this battle between good and evil is not just a battle between two 
impersonal powers, but because it is a battle between two spiritual powers. Evil is 
personal: it seeks to destroy, to kill, to hurt, to confuse. We sometimes laughingly talk 
about the devil as some who just wants us to have fun, but the only fun the devil wants us 
to have is the kind that destroys creation, alienates us from each other, breaks trust, ruins 
our view of ourselves and makes us ashamed of who we are. If he can do anything to 
increase the distance we feel between us and God, that’s what he will try and do.
And God is fighting for goodness on the other side. He comes close, loves us, calls us, 
comforts us, restores us, shows us how not to give evil a chance.  He shows us how to live 
so that goodness wins. And goodness wins!”

Why goodness wins
“How can you say that? How can goodness win?” Once again her eyes were large with 
questions. “Is that not a little naive? Evil is really strong.”
“Yes, it is. But we haven’t talked about what God does. That’s where Jesus comes in,” I 
responded. “We haven’t talked about him yet, but he’s central to the whole story. As the 
story of the Bible unfolds it becomes clear that God is never surprised by what evil does - 
but He has a plan that he works our step by step through out history. Let me ask you this 
question: how do you fight evil?”
She was puzzled. “What do you mean?”
“Well, how do you fight evil? Do you fight evil by killing bad guys, stealing from them, 
hurting them, putting them in their place, humiliating them?
She shook her head. “No, that would be fighting evil with evil. It makes no difference; it 
just creates more problems.”
“That’s right,” I said. “So how do you fight evil?”
“You fight it by doing good,” she said, slower this time.
“Yes. You fight it by doing good. Which is something the church in history hasn’t always 
understood. But if you read the story of Jesus, you will see that he fought evil by doing 
good everywhere he went. He spreads hope. He forgives. He heals. He raises people from 
the dead. He gives people vision. He cleans them. And: he teaches them how to live well. 
“So, he’s your example?”
“Yes, he really is. Most people, when they read about how Jesus lived will come to the 
conclusion that he lived a really good life: a life in service of goodness. But that’s not all. 
He doesn’t just defeat evil by being a good example - he actually deals evil a death blow 
by dying. And this is where you and your boyfriend got hung up. Because there is 
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something we haven’t talked about yet: your participation in evil -and mine for that 
matter- creates a debt. One that needs to be repaid.
“To God?” she guessed.
I nodded. “This is where things get a little sticky for most people. They do not understand 
that their sin creates a debt towards God. They feel they should have the freedom to do as 
they please. They are quick to ‘ claim their rights.’ They should be allowed to do as they 
please. They have the right to their own choices, they feel. How can this then create a 
debt? To me this argument is actually a little ironic. Because those same people will cry 
bloody murder if anyone touches their work, their life, their creativity. But the fact of the 
matter is that our sin is destructive towards God’s creation and spiteful towards God. 
And, like any artist, God strongly identifies himself with his artwork. How dare we 
destroy his creation again and again and again, and then look him in the face and think 
there is no debt? There is a debt - or, to put it definitely, God and us: we need to be 
reconciled!
“That’s why Jesus dies on a cross?”
“Yes, exactly. Actually, as you read the Bible it becomes evident that there are lots of ways 
in which his death is necessary and instrumental and throughout history lots of 
theologians and churches have come up with different models and methaphors to explain 
his suffering and death. But the nutshell of it all is this: by dying that way, suspended 
between heaven and earth, Jesus reconciles God and men.”
Her face lit up. “Then we are ok! There is peace between them?”
“Well, not quite. This is where your boyfriend actually understands something right: God 
has done all he can by allowing Jesus to reconcile us with his death - but we have a part in 
it too. Our part is to give up the rebellion and to pledge our allegiance to his Kingdom and 
his goodness.
Do you understand that? Let me explain it this way. Jesus tells a story of a landowner who 
entrusted his land to some stewards, asking them to take good care of his land on his 
behalf. No sooner had he left or they turned around and claimed the land as their own. In 
essence, they rebelled against the landowner and told him to get lost. That’s us - that’s 
what we did. God entrusted us this earth and we told him to get lost, claiming it as our 
own. Jesus is quite clear about what the landowner will do. He will come back and give to 
the unfaithful stewards as they deserve. Jesus’ plea is therefore: stop the rebellion and turn  
around, pledge your allegiance to the landowner. Because, if we don’t, if we continue in 
our rebellion, he will demand an accounting.
But Christians don’t just come together around Jesus’ death. We also come together 
around his resurrection. That’s equally important. Remember how evil entered not ony 
creation, but also entered us, on the inside? How evil became part of us as human beings? 
We need a new mode of life within.  In rising from the dead Jesus releases a mode of life 
that is not subject to sin, not subject to death. Not that we change immediately, but that 
mode of life gradually grows in us - to the extent that we let it.”
“You mean Christians are actually different? Have like a different form of life?”
“Well, yeah... if we are sincere in the way we come to him we receive from him a form of 
life that will live forever.
And you know what? That mode of life, that renewal of creation isn’t just for Christians? 
Jesus’ death and resurrection are for all of creation. His new mode of life is for all of 
creation!”

“Let me try to put this all together for you. To put it simply: Jesus wins the battle between 
good and evil. He comes to earth, shows us how to live, and then gives his life and carries 
the brokenness of the world away. In the process he defeats even death. And then he 
releases to us a new mode of life that enables us to live differently, not under the power of 
evil. That mode of life we can receive from him deep within the core of our being - if, as he 
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says, we choose to give up the rebellion against God. The rebellion that says: I want to do 
things my way. I know better. Remember the Frank Sinitra song ‘I did it my way? This 
mode of life flows through us when we say: ‘I am doing it His way.’

Contrasting two views
There was a silence. She was trying hard to process everything. She looked at me, looked 
out the window, looked at the table. The waiter came and we ordered another drink. The 
silence continued. Finally she looked at me and said “OK. But what I still don’t get is why 
my boyfriend .... Is that what he believed? ... If he wanted to fight for goodness ... I never 
heard him talk about goodness, about living right... all I heard him say was ‘I’m in and 
you’re out!”

“Yes. Do you remember the photograph we talked about? The part that he saw and the 
bigger picture. Here is what has happened. For the past 500 years or so churches have read 
the Biblical story through the lens of the enlightenment. Remember Rene Descartes with ‘I 
think, therefore I am’? Ever since that philosophical statement we have read the Bible 
through the eyes of the individual. I am evil and I need salvation and God will judge ME 
and I want to go to heaven and Jesus saves ME.” I put the emphasis on ‘I’ and ‘Me’. “And 
we have looked through the lens of Newtonion Physics, where something is either on or 
off, in or out, right or wrong. The net result is that you get a concept of salvation in which 
it is all about ‘Me’ and how ‘I’ get saved. I am either saved or not-saved. Either in or out. 
And the problem isn’t that such an understanding is altogether wrong; it’s just that there is 
so much more to the story than that. God cares not only about individuals. But he cares 
about peoples, about nations, about tribes. And he cares for animals. And for the 
underdog. Jesus’ death and resurrection is not just for the individual, it’s for all of creation! 

Here’s how your boyfriend believed: We live in a fallen world that is broken and going to 
hell. All people are sinners need to be saved. Jesus’ death and resurrection makes it 
possible for us to be saved. If we believe in him we receive eternal life and get to go to 
heaven and escape God’s judgment.
But here’s what I believe: you and I live in a beautiful world that is broken through evil. 
Evil has entered our world and us as persons and become part of our fabric. God wants to 
see his creation restored and launches a plan to save it. In Jesus he offers us forgiveness 
and reconciliation, as well as a new mode of life that will enable us to grow in doing good 
and in resisting evil. He invites us to join him in the fight for good and against evil. He 
wants us to become his agents in this world, doing good, resisting evil. His message 
basically is ‘you can be part of the problem - or you can be part of the solution!’ But that does 
require a personal decision, and this is where your boyfriend (I believe) was right: we 
need to choose to cease the rebellion and pledge our allegiance to God. But not so that we 
sit still and wait until we all escape to heaven; but so that we become his agents and do 
good in this world.

The church as agent of goodness
And this is where the story is really quite sad. Because, for any number of reasons, the 
church has become this club that waits until we all get to go to heaven, and has ceased to 
be the part of the solution that God intended for us to be. We have lost our vision to be 
agents of redemption. You could argue that evil scored a major victory: by getting us to 
focus just on ourselves and on the here-after (and building up entire rational defense 
systems for this in the process) evil has rendered the church ineffective. Remember how I 
said evil runs deep? The church sits by why evil has a field-day and the best we can do is 
say ‘ah, if only you knew Jesus - you would get to escape too!’
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“Is that why you guys are involved in nature projects and why you talk about justice and 
do Serve The City?” She was talking some initiatives we had discussed in some of the 
services she had attended. 
“Exactly. When you come to realize that God’s agenda is to restore all of creation, and not 
just to save the souls of some, your whole understanding of church changes. Basically, you 
are left with four options. 
One, you can be a church that does not care for the rest of the world. This is like a country-
club: we are the saved, the rest of the world is not. Let’s stay here and grow together while 
we wait for the bus that will get us out of here.
Two, you can be a church that occassionally tries to get more people inside its walls and so 
ventures outside of the wall to spread a message of ‘you need to be saved - join us today.’ 
There is a vision to see people saved, but the rest of the world gets to go to hell. Chances 
are your boyfriend’s church was one of these first two. We call this act of spreading the 
message and seeking converts ‘evangelism’ and I would call this category of churches 
‘church with evangelism’.”

She nodded. She knew this kind.
“Option three is that you have a church that understands that God loves his whole world 
and wants to see it restored and so it will launch initiatives to do some good in the world 
around. We call this mission, and I would call this model ‘Church with mission’.
“The fourth option is the one that I think Jesus intended: it is where Christians rally 
together around mission and then forms community around that mission. In the last 
option the church has a mission. In this option, the mission has a church. I think that is 
what Jesus intended: men and women banding together in their fight for good and 
resisting evil, forming community to facilitate that endeavor.”

“Are you saying that the church can renew creation if it just gets its act together?”
“No, I am not, but that is a good question, because it could seem like that was what I was 
saying. It is what Albert Schweitzer believed. We call it ‘Realized Eschatolog”: the idea that 
as we get our act together we will gradually become the Kingdom of God and morph into 
something that is good and has no evil.
But I don’t think that is the picture that Jesus paints, or that emerges from Scripture. The 
picture that we get there is that you and I live in this in-between phase: the war has 
already been won, but the battle is not over. You and I get to fight for good, not because by 
doing so we will actually change the world and eradicate evil - but because we stand as 
signposts to a future in which God will renew the world. You and I get to hold out the 
hope that the story is far from over and that good will ultimately win - and that it will do 
so definitively!”

A silence fell. This had been a long conversation and it had given her much to think about. 
It was time for us to draw it to a close.

“Here’s what I think it means for you, Gisela. In your boyfriends’ story you are evil and 
God is angry with you and you need to be saved so that you can go to heaven. In my story 
God loves you and loves the way you have been fighting for good already.  You and He 
are fighting the same fight. But he would like to address the evil within you and empower 
you with new life to fight that fight in a relationship with Him and in relationship of a 
community that fights for good also. Are you willing to acknowledge that evil has a stake 
in you that you would like to void? Are you willing to end your participation in the 
human rebellion and join Him in the fight for good and in holding out hope?”
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That’s where our story ends. Gisela and I said our goodbyes shortly after that. Truth is, I 
never saw her again. Had I shocked her? Killed her curiosity? I actually don’t think so. I 
was fired from my pastoral position a few weeks later. The church I was priviliged to lead 
wanted to be a ‘Church with evangelism’, maybe with some mission occassionally 
sprinkled in. My vision was for us to become a mission-shaped community. This led to a 
clash in vision that the eldership and I were unable to resolve. They released me from my 
role and went in search of a pastor that shared their vision. I received an email from Gisela 
in which she wished me every blessing on my journey. There was a small line that 
reflected our conversation: “I guess evil runs deep.” 

It does. But as I sit here I am more convinced than ever that Jesus intended for his church 
to be an initiative that would fight for goodness. Evil may run deep - I believe goodness 
runs deeper still. I believe it wins.
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