
“When you announced your plans for Serve Th e City, I was deeply 
skeptical. I thought it would be impossible to fi nd that many volunteers to 
do what? Serve! But as time went by I started seeing how God’s blessing 
rested on this project at every turn, and it completely changed my 
perspective. I am deeply impressed by Serve Th e City and all that God has 
done!”
—Bart, XRR member and Serve The City participant.

“Th e amount of blessing I have seen on this project has completely 
fl abbergasted me. I have only one word for it: bizar!”
—Alexander, XRR member and Serve The City participant

“I have never been to church, but am fascinated by faith.”
—Jasmin, Serve The City participant, unchurched.

“Th at was so much fun!”
—Karen Luttik, Serve The City participant

“I was so afraid that they would be scary, that it would be dangerous; that “I was so afraid that they would be scary, that it would be dangerous; that 
they would smell; that I would be afraid to open my mouth – and I am so 
glad I did it anyway: I am over my fear.”
—Serve The City participant (not pictured)

“Our church is so engrossed in its own aff airs, I had no idea! All I had was 
a small notion of poverty and confl ict, that things could be diff erent. Th at’s 
when I heard of this project. My eyes have been opened completely!”
—Serve The City participant (not pictured, and not an XRR member!)

“We accomplished twice as much in one day as I imagined we would.”
—Rev Michael Stark, Anglican Church Rotterdam, one of the projects we served.

“Th ursday and Friday me and my colleague participated in Serve Th e City. 
I have my own beauty salon, and so it was obvious I would participate in 
a project that helps women enhance their chances of fi nding employment 
through better self-care. We have had great days. I do not know who 
enjoyed them more, my colleague and me, or the ladies we were priviliged 
to serve.”
— Wijnie van Schelven, Serve The City participant, pictured on left
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• 250 Volunteers served people in the 
city of Rotterdam

• People from 32 churches worked 
together

• An estimated 2000 people were 
somehow affected by Serve The City 
(that’s one out of every 300 people in 
Rotterdam)

• Churches that would ordinarily never 
work together - actually worked 
together.

• We cut hair painted walls, gave 
basketball training, served coffee, 
played games, prayed, cleaned 
gardens, made dinner for refugees, 
hung shelves, laid carpet, installed a 
bathroom, took mentally handicapped 
kids to the zoo; collected signatures 
for fair trade issues, did two 
business-scans, played music, played 
soccer with streetkids, broke up 
fi ghts, gave out medals, served 
sandwiches ... we demonstrated the 
love of Jesus every way we could!

• Our hearts were changed. We now 
have a better understanding of how 
much God loves the city. Also, we 
understand our churches are often so 
inward focused — yet we are called 
to be outward focused.
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WHAT HAPPENED? Quotes from various people


