
the (church planting) adventures of rogier and sophie bos

This is what the LORD Almighty, the 

God of Israel, says …:  “Build houses 

and settle down; plant gardens 

and eat what they produce. Marry 

and have sons and daughters; find 

wives for your sons and give your 

daughters in marriage, so that they 

too may have sons and daughters. 

Increase in number there; do not 

decrease. Also, seek the peace and 

prosperity of the city to which I have 

carried you into exile. Pray to the 

LORD for it, because if it prospers, 

you too will prosper.” 

(Jer 29:4-7)

wishing you
A MERRY CHRISTMAS
and a
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Dear friends, 

Hope this Christmas newsletter finds you well – 
enjoying the Christmas season. We thought we’d tell 
you a little bit about our year.

Where are ‘the Bosses’?
Yep, that’s right — you haven’t received a newsletter 
from us in a while. We are coming out of a season in 
which we haven’t known what to communicate. In 
Christian Associates (CA) we call it a boundary: you 
transition from one phase of life to another.

You may know that we considered moving to 
Brussels after our release from Crossroads 
Rotterdam. We played with that idea for a long time, 
but in March decided it was not the right decision for 
us: we could not find a suitable education option for 
Joshua (now 15 and one year away from graduation) 
and in the end there was never a clear sense of 
divine guidance.

So we opted to stay in Rotterdam and figure out 
our future there. It’s taken a little time, but both 
of us feel that God called us to Rotterdam in 2003 
and since he has not given us a new calling, this 
is still the place where he wants us. The scripture 
that keeps playing through our mind is Jer 29:7: 
“seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which 
I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for 
it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” So 
we are seeking to invest ourselves here. At present, 
we believe this is where we need to be for the 
foreseeable future. 

To tell you the truth, we are quite excited about it. 
Not only is Rotterdam an attractive and exciting city, 

but if we can’t live out God’s Kingdom right here — 
why would we think we could do it somewhere else? 
So we are investing ourselves and seeking to ‘live 
missionally’ here. ‘Living Missionally’ is a CA-phrase 
that we use to express our desire to live out God’s 
mission to earth in our local context, much like Jesus 
lived it out in his local context. God’s mission is 
about so much more than saving souls: it is about 
building community, bridges, relationship. It’s about 
loving on people and giving yourself away. It’s 
about seeking goodness and fighting evil. It’s about 
healing and restoration and hope and vision.

Speaking of healing, that’s also been a big part of 
what this year has been about. We think God has His 
hands on us and on our lives, but it’s been a difficult 
season as we have sorted through our feelings after 
our release from leadership here in Rotterdam. 
Is that season over? No, not quite. But we do see 
light at the end of the tunnel. We are starting 
to dream again of initiating a local missional 
community — though there are no specific plans for 
anything yet. Just watch this space…

But What are We up to?
In February CA asked Rogier to become the Northern 
Europe Regional Director. He is now part of the 
Advancement Team, which is responsible for seeking 
to push out CA’s church planting efforts in Northern 
Europe. That is one big responsibility: it stretches 
from Austria to Ireland and from Luxembourg to 
Scandinavia. CA has about 100 staff in the area and 
things are really moving: there are new initiatives 
and networks being born all over the place!
Consequently, he does quite a bit of traveling right 
now: in January he will be in Germany twice, and 
visit Glasgow and Gothenburg (It’s a Gee-month…).

News from
Rogier & Sophie



Rogier also gives leadership to CA’s communication 
team. This team is responsible for our print, web and 
video communication. We have a 1-year plant to totally 
revamp our communication resources. Some of you will 
have received CA’s newsletter CITY LIGHT. This was part 
of our effort.

We are not just investing ourselves in far-away things. 
We are also investing ourselves locally. Sophie works in 
a restaurant ‘Proef’ (Taste) downtown Rotterdam three 
days a week and loves it. Proef is one of those culinary 
art places you read about in magazines — and it’s right 
down Sophie’s alley. She’s investing in relationship and 
already a much appreciated member of the leading team.
When he is not traveling around Europe or on the phone 
with some project in a major European city, Rogier 
pursues his photography business. This, too, has 
been a wonderful way to invest in the city and pursue 
relationship. Sometimes Rogier meets people in the CA-
context who end up giving him business-assignments. 
But in can go the other way round too: sometimes Rogier 
meets people in business and it becomes a ministry 
opportunity.
Earlier this year, Rogier had the privilege of leading a 
church plant initiative for the Dutch Reformed Church 
of Utrecht. They wanted to do a church plant, but didn’t 
know how. Rogier ‘journeyed’ with them for six months 
and helped them define a church planting vision and 
plan. In June they had a proposal for not one, but two 
new church plants (somewhat revolutionary in the Dutch 
Reformed Context!).

and What aBout the Boys?
Yes, we have two teenagers in the house. ‘Boyz 
becoming men’ with all the accompanying challenges 
— and fun! Joshua, now 15, has started the process 
of taking his exams towards graduation (a two year 
process). Grades are not yet where they need to be – 
except in sports where he scored a perfect ‘10’ (rare on 
a Dutch report card). This is all that matters to him, as 
he wants to pursue a career in sports. We’ve been to a 
few job fairs. After graduation Joshua intends to pursue 
education as a sports coach and teacher.
Judah is now 13 and the same height and weight as 
Joshua. He moves around the house like a boy in a man’s 

body — trying to figure out how such a body works. He 
has had a steady girl-friend for most of this year and we 
even see her once in a while. Judah’s interests are not so 
much in academics (let the reader understand), but in 
style, fashion and music. Within the limited means that 
he has he manages to be cool and attractive. A leader in 
the making…
Joel, luckily, is not a teenager yet — but it won’t be 
long. It’s nice to have one child who is not challenging 
everything you say (yet). We have concluded that Joel is 
motivated exclusively by his social network of friends (a 
raving extrovert). His first season in ‘group 7’ at school 
provided excellent results nevertheless.
All three boys continue to play basketball. Judah and Joel 
are experiencing a very good year. Sophie and Rogier 
continue to build friendships there.

Sophie also continues her friendship with her refugee-
friend from Liberia. This lady lives in a refugee-centre 
with her three sons and considerable health challenges. 
Her legal status remains insecure. Please pray for a 
break-through solution. 
Rogier continues his volunteer involvement with A Rocha 
(Christians in Conservation) and with Serve The City 
(Mobilizing Churches to serve their City).

our Christmas season
Tonight we are going over to Thugz Church, where we 
will take care of the infants while the parents enjoy a 
Christmas’ eve service. We support this initiative for 
Antillean youth on the edge of society practically and 
financially. Tomorrow we will celebrate Christmas at our 
house with Ro’s whole family (with Sophie cooking a 
traditional British Christmas dinner!). On Monday we are 
hosting a ‘burenborrel’ (A Christmas get-together) for 
0f our neighbors. Your prayers for that are appreciated 
also!

neWs year’s resolution
We realize we have done poorly in keeping you updated 
on our adventures and experiences. Our New Year’s 
Resolution is to do better on that! There: I’ve even put it 
in writing! I think it’s going to happen now… Meanwhile, 
you can always read our blog for interesting thoughts 
and happenings: http://www.thejourney.nl

Rogier and Sophie Bos
Joshua, Judah and Joel
Alouette erf 25
2907 BA Capelle aan den IJssel
The Netherlands
t. +31 (0)10 2799365
 
rogier@thejourney.nl
sophie@thejourney.nl
Follow our journey on our blog:
www.the journey.nl!

FINANCIAL SUPPORT INFORMATION

In the US: Christian Associates Int’l 
1534 N. Moorpark Rd. • Suite 356
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

In Holland:
Christian Associates International
ABNAMRO 47.46.98.084 • Den Haag
Please designate clearly: ‘Bos family’.
Your gifts are tax-deductible.

thanKFul For:

For a wonderful time with • 

Sophie’s family in May. Her 

family came from the different 

parts of the world where they 

live to celebrate Sophie’s 

mom’s 60th Birthday. 

We were able to buy a new • 

car when our old trusted Ford 

died. 

The birth of a Dutch Emergent • 

movement: renewal of 

thought and practice among 

young Dutch christians! 

The privilege of helping the • 

Dutch Reformed Church 

initiate two new church 

planting projects! 

A great CA staff conference • 

(Joel was baptised)  and 

subsequent holiday in Aix-en-

Provence. 

The joy of working with a • 

great team and organisation 

with a good vision that is 

gathering momentum! 

Financial provision — through • 

friends and family, and 

through employment and 

business. God certainly has 

taken good care of us. We 

trust he will do so in 2009 as 

well! 
Our wish for you:

This email goes out to a long list of friends and family and colleagues. As we 

look at that list our hearts are full of gratitude for who you are — how beautiful 

you are — and the role you play in our lives. 

Jesus came to earth to bring us everything that was good from heaven. Our 

prayer for you this season is that you would experience his goodness, grace 

and peace!

PS. Sophie has started a blog for recipes and all things ‘cuisine’. 
Check it out at: http://trulymadlyfoodie.blogspot.com/


