
Dear friends, 

We pray this newsletter finds you well! Hope you 
are enjoying the Christmas season.

THE YEAR BEHIND US
Well, it’s been quite the year. In February we were 
released from leadership in Crossroads Rotterdam. 
It’s basically taken us the rest of the year to 
recover from that. We think we have been able to 
identify each and every phase of the Kübler-Ross 
cycle of grief. We are incredibly grateful for the 
community of friends that have surrounded us in 
this, particularly within Christian Associates.

And we have learned so much! You may 
remember that we went to Colorado for two 
weeks of intensive counseling in April. II think 
we will always look back at those two weeks as 
the event that divides our lives and marriage in 
two: there is before Colorado – and then there is 
after Colorado. What did we learn? A lot about 
communication, self-awareness and especially how 
to manage my anxiety well. A big thanks to Mike 
and Mary Haas!

When Crossroads let us go there were two friends 
who told us they did not want us to worry 
financially. For the past seven months they have 
helped us incredibly.

In August I re-launched my business under a new 
name: Studio Rogier Bos. I offer four services: 
graphic design, video and web development, but 
the emphasis is on photography. I am thankful to 

say that I have been able to find more and more 
clients, and the feedback I am getting is very 
encouraging!

THE YEAR AHEAD of US
2007 was a year of healing, re-calibration and 
finding new focus. Sophie and I have discovered 
that in spite of developments here in Rotterdam 
our hearts are still very much captured by the 
idea of developing spiritual communities. For 
us Christian Associates, with its vision to plant 
churches and develop leaders in the major cities 
of Europe continues to be the right place to 
serve. While we enjoy our business endeavors, 
developing these communities is more life-giving 
and satisfying to us – and we believe it be more 
significant for the world around us too. It is 
the thing that we feel God keeps 
putting on our hearts.

And so in 2008 we 
intend to pursue that 
dream. Two exciting 
opportunities 
have presented 
themselves: in 
September 
Rogier was 
approached 
by the main Reformed 
denomination in the Netherlands with the 
question if he would help coach a church plant 
in Utrecht. This project starts in January and 
Rogier’s role is for a period of six months, to help 
get this project of the ground. To us this is really 
interesting and exciting: it means that we have 
had the privilege to be part of church planting 
projects in Amsterdam, The Hague, Rotterdam 
and now Utrecht – the four major cities of 
Holland!

The second development is that we have been 
invited to become part of a CA church plant in 
Brussels. We have developed a good friendship 
with the CA staff already there, and they really 
want us to come. Also, the project is very exciting: 
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Serve The City is a big part of their way-of-life. 
While the final decision still needs to be made, 
at this point our hope is to move there in the 
summer. Of course, these are big changes: they 
mean that we will need to sell our house here 
in Rotterdam, and raise the necessary support. 
Those are projects for the next few months.

SopHIE
This has been a year of transition for Sophie. 
The boys are growing up and becoming more 
independent; her involvement in Crossroads 
(which was significant) came to an end, and 
suddenly we were without a lot of community. 
For the past 4 months Sophie has been taking 
care of an infant three or four days a week 
(which helps us make ends meet). She has also 
done quite a number of catering jobs. One 
of the most life-giving things for Sophie was 
the relationship she developed with a Liberian 
refugee, a mother of two who recently delivered 
her third. Sophie enrolled in a coaching program 
this year that brings experienced moms in 
contact with teen-age moms, and this is how 
Sophie and this lady connected. The challenges 
this lady faces are significant and Sophie has 
been a real help. The highlight: being there at 
the birth of the third child!

JoSHUA, JUDAH AND JoEl
Yes, we have two teenagers in the house! Now 
we know what it’s like… But seriously, we are 
enjoying our boys immensely. One big thing for 
us this year is that we have been able to spend 
a lot of time together. All three of the boys play 
basketball avidly: Joel and Judah play on two 
teams, which means that occasionally there are 
five games in a weekend!
We keep wondering and praying that Joshua will 
start growing physically. It’s become a bit of a 
joke. Rogier is spending quite a bit of time with 
Joshua on his homework (VMBO, 2nd grade). 
Judah made the transition to Dutch high school 
fine; he was so ready for it. He continues to be 
a social butterfly, but thankfully his grades are 
holding up (VWO, 1st grade). Joel is now in 
group 6 (4th grade), and is even more of a social 

butterfly than Judah. All three boys have long 
hair, are fashion-conscious, love rap-music and 
urban R&B and are very athletic. And good-
looking! They couldn’t be more unlike their dad 
if they tried…

lookINg foRwARD
We are incredibly grateful for the love and the 
messages we have received and the prayers you 
have prayed for us in what really been a difficult 
year. We hope you will keep praying for us as we 
move forward. We don’t think this year has been 
a mistake in God’s agenda: while we don’t know 
all the answers we do think his hand is with us 
and on us in the process.

At Christmas we celebrate that God moved 
close to us humans in grace and love and with 
truth. It’s like he came next to us and opened his 
arms and said: “I am here to help.” Our dream 
continues to be that more and more people in 
Europe will come to discover in community 
how good He really is... Like the angels sang: he 
delights in mankind – he has pleasure in us!

Wishing a merry Christmas and a happy new 
year!
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT INFORMATION

Would you consider including us in any end-of-year giving?

In the US: Christian Associates Int’l • 1534 N. Moorpark Rd. • Suite 356

Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

In Holland: Christian Associates International • ABNAMRO 47.46.98.084 • Den Haag

Please designate clearly: ‘Bos family’. Your gifts are tax-deductible.

lots of things happening in cA 

too. new church plants starting in 

leiden, Moscow, gothenburg and 

Munich! this year will see the start 

of a new work in Antwerp. existing 

projects are also expanding: the 

lisboa matrix recently multiplied into two churches. our 

list of cities we want to go next: budapest, frankfurt, 

lyon, st. petersburg, Valencia and Vienna.

we are also thinking through our strategy. is it 

working? how can we start churches that become more 

self-reproducing organically? our lisbon summit in 

2008 will focus on that question.

serve the city took place in 15 cities 

in europe this year, and it keeps 

expanding. i have just returned from 

a serve the city conference in dublin, 

where we helped boost serve the city 

there. there are participants from new 

cities who want to participate. And there is interest in 

serve the city in china and egypt. rogier participated in 

serve the city brussels this year. 


